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SEPTEMBER 2018
E X C E P T I O N A L  S E R V I C E S  F O R  E X C E P T I O N A L  S T U D E N T S

Dear SEDOL Families and the SEDOL Community,
On behalf of the Special Education District of Lake County 

(SEDOL) Administrative Team, we would like to extend a warm 
welcome to our students, their families, and member districts as 
we begin SEDOL’s 59th year in operation. This is a special time of 
year as students enter their classrooms filled with wonderment 
and excitement. They are welcomed by teachers and support staff 
who have been preparing for the upcoming school year and the 
wonderful opportunities they will provide as part of their students’ 
educational journey.  SEDOL staff are dedicated and passionate 
about the role they play in serving your son or daughter every 
day.  As a part of the team, parents trust our staff to work diligently 
with their children to guide them on their journey.  SEDOL’s 
highly qualified teachers and support staff will utilize a rigorous, 
individualized curriculum and a variety of opportunities to develop 
long lasting life skills.

I am excited and humbled for the opportunity to serve the SEDOL 
community.  As SEDOL’s new superintendent, I will work hard 

each and every day to ensure exceptional services are provided 
to each student.  This year SEDOL will be supporting 832 students 
with 661 staff members.  Returning to SEDOL after six years of 
being the Assistant Superintendent of Wauconda CUSD 118 is 
like returning home for me.  My administrative career at SEDOL 
included being a Program Supervisor and an Assistant Principal for 
the Extended School Year Program at Laremont School.  I also taught at Gages Lake School and worked with various 
SEDOL teams of teachers and staff to develop SEDOL’s first district-wide curriculum in the early 2000s.  Finally over 19 
years ago, I student taught at Gages Lake School which is where my passion was ignited for working with students with 
significant learning needs.  I am blessed to have the opportunity to serve the students, staff, and families of the SEDOL 
community.  I understand the importance of how SEDOL supports the future lives of so many children.  

During my transition as superintendent, I have had the opportunity to meet with many parents/guardians, community 
members, Board Members, Directors of Special Education, and other area superintendents.  These interactions have 

reinforced how supportive Lake County is when it comes to meeting the needs of all students.  To that end, you are 
always welcome to visit and participate at SEDOL schools and programs.  Additionally, never hesitate to contact our 
principals, district leaders, and/or me should you have any questions or concerns.  

Communication is a key component for building success for our students.  Our website continues to offer updated 
information for our parents, students, and all stakeholders.  We are also continuing our efforts with Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram to showcase the positive efforts and events taking place throughout the district.  I encourage you 
to utilize every avenue SEDOL provides to maintain a positive level of communication.
In Partnership,

Valerie M. Donnan
Superintendent

http://sedol.us
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Laremont Sensory Garden
Inspired by the books, Only One You and You Be You by Linda Kranz, 

Teacher Rebecca Slye and her students set out to show how everyone has 
a purpose.  The students in Ms. Slye’s class originally started by learning 
about their own strengths and how they can be purposeful, but soon it 
became a movement for everyone to share a purpose.  Ms. Slye’s students 
motivated the Extended School Year students and staff at Laremont, 
SEDOL Administration and even SEDOL Member District Administration to 
be purposeful and share acts of kindness.  One of the activities facilitated 
included painting rocks to improve the Laremont Sensory Garden.  The 
painted rocks are a visual reminder of how each one of us has purpose and 
can make a difference.  Please feel free to stop by the Laremont Sensory 
Garden to view how a community came together to brighten the SEDOL 
Campus.

New Staff Orientation

SEDOL held it’s three day new staff orientation on August 8th-10th for 36 licensed staff members.  Staff gathered 
on day one to accomplish three goals.  The first was to LEARN information about SEDOL programs, curriculum, 

procedures and services.  The second was to INFORM and answer questions about SEDOL, goals for the future, staff 
assignments, and compensation/fringe benefits.  The last goal of the day was to have FUN and enjoy the day.  

Day two was set aside for Crisis Prevention Institute training.  Staff learned how to interact proactively with students 
and create a trusting and safe environment for students to learn. Day three began with training on the eStar IEP 

system used at SEDOL as well as training on Core Vocabulary.  The remainder of the day, staff spent time with building 
principals and program supervisors learning information specific to their assignments.  All three days were packed full 
of information and staff left excited to begin their journey with SEDOL and meet their students the following week. 

TEACCH TRaining
On August 6 & 7, and August 8 & 9, SEDOL held 2 day 

sessions of TEACCH training for LASSO 2 and LASSO 3 
staff as well as member district staff.  Structured TEACCHing 
is based on the understanding of the symptoms and 
learning styles of individuals with autism and the use of 
visual supports to provide meaning, promote independence 
and capitalize on the individual’s strengths.  Participants 
learned about social-communication strategies and 
antecedent-based behavior management strategies using 
the Structured TEACCHing principles.  Staff left the training 
excited to implement the strategies they learned. 

Laura Wojcik, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment

Laura Wojcik, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment

Val Donnan, Superintendent
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Butterfly Garden
In the fall of 2017, Cyd Lash Academy (CLA) joined the University of Kansas Monarch Butterfly Watch. The goal was to 

create a pollinator garden that attracted butterflies and other pollinating species. Teachers Tina Borges (Botany/
Biology) and Melissa Morreale (Physics) worked with students to make the space happen and teach students about 
the importance of habitat preservation. Grants from the Illinois Schoolyard Habitat Action Program and the Lake 
County Farm Bureau provided funds for the project.  CLA Principal Mike O’Brien commented, “The CLA butterfly project 
gives our students an opportunity to experience science that is meaningful. We continue to use research that we have 
generated, as well as industry research, to maximize the effectiveness of our project. We are proud to be a partner in the 
international effort to save monarch butterflies.”

Brandon Abear’s Building Trades 
classes construct a 12’ x 25’ space for 
the butterfly garden.

Students use a schematic 
to layout native pollinator 
plants purchased at the local 
Openlands nursery.

Chrysalides are cultivated in the 
classroom for a future butterfly 
release date. 

“I thought it was cool to bring nature 
to us and learn about the stages of the 
butterfly cycle.” 

Logan, CLA Student

“This was such a great experience for 
the students in my Botany/Biology class. 
From the beginning of this process, the 
students were actively engaged in all 
aspects…from planning, to researching 
types of host and nectar plants, to 
figuring out the plant placement within 
the garden itself. Students were very 
impressed with the finished product, 
especially when they came back this 
school year.”

-Tina Borges, CLA Teacher

Reading with Reptiles
A student from Mary Beth Hutting’s 
Teaching Appropriate Behavior 
(TAB) middle school class at West 
Oak Middle School is shown 
reading with a leopard gecko. 
Reptiles are used as therapy and 
positive reinforcement for the 
students.

Cecilia McKenzie, Resource Development



2018 Employees of the year
Karen JAcobs

Sarah Kraus

Karen Jacobs was recognized as one of the 
2018 SEDOL Employees of the year. Karen is a 
Bookkeeper in the Business Office.

Sarah Kraus was recognized as one of the 
2018 SEDOL Employees of the year. Sarah is a 
paraprofessional is Mrs. Carbonara’s Educational 
Life Skills (ELS) class housed at Woodland Middle 
School.

Pictured with Karen L-R; Barbara Watson Assistant 
Superintendent Business Office, Karen, Val 
Donnan Superintendent, Dr. Peggy Lynch Assistant 
Superintendent for Human Resources, and Laura 
Wojcik Assistant Superintendent Instruction 
Curriculum and Assessment.

Pictured with Sarah; Barbara Watson Assistant 
Superintendent Business Office, Dr. Peggy 
Lynch Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources, Ulises Fuentes RN, Amanda Jewell 
Paraprofessional, Mrs. Carbonara Classroom 
Teacher, Joyce Meuth Sector Supervisor, Sarah 
(front), Lacechia McClendon Paraprofessional, 
Janet Ognibene Speech Language Pathologist, 
Val Donnan Superintendent, and Laura Wojcik 
Assistant Superintendent Instruction Curriculum 
and Assessment.

4

Food Program
Superintendent Val Donnan 
celebrates the success of the 
SEDOL Staff Meet and Greet on 
August 7. In addition to enjoying 
the many fine staff that attended, 
she was thrilled that more than 
240 cans of food were collected 
for the Carole Brooks Weekend 
Backpack Program. The Weekend 
Backpack Program provides 
food for more than 150 SEDOL 
students who suffer from food 
insecurity. The program is made 
possible through collaborative 
partnerships that include the SEDOL Foundation, 
Northern Illinois Food Bank and other local community 
organizations and businesses.

Weekly deliveries from the 
Northern Illinois Food Bank 
ensure students at Cyd 
Lash Academy, Gages Lake 
School and Laremont School 
receive backpacks filled with 
nutritious food items.

A monthly Sam’s Club 
run with students 
ensures filled backpacks 
for SEDOL Sector 
students.

Students engage in vocational 
opportunities through the weekly 
sorting and distribution of food 
items.

Date:  October 20, 2018
Time:  9:00 A.M - 3:00 P.M
Location: Laremont School
  17934 W. Gages Lake Rd
  Gages Lake, IL 60030

2018 Craft and Vendor Fair
Date:  October 4, 2018
Time:  3:15 P.M - 4:45 P.M
Location: Laremont School
  17934 W. Gages Lake Rd
  Gages Lake, IL 60030

2018 SEDOL Annual Wellness Day

Cecilia McKenzie, Resource Development
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Parent University
Date:  October 10, 2018
Time:  6:00 P.M.
Location: Cyd Lash Academy
  18042 Gages Lake Road
  Gages Lake, IL 60030
Presenter: Bill Gentes, Project Coordinator
      Lake County Health Department/
  Community Health Center for
“A Way Out” Program (awayoutlc.org)
Lake County Opioid Initiative (opioidinitiative.org)
Lake County Underage Drinking and Drug Prevention Task Force 
(drugfreelakecounty.org)

Powers Family Painting Night
Date:   Thursday, September 20, 2018
Time:   6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M
Location:  John Powers Center
   201 W. Hawthorn Pkwy
   Vernon Hills, IL 60061
Painting Instructor: Our very own, Lisa Gonzalez

Please RSVP to Jennifer Axelrod: JAxelrod@sedol.us
RSVP Deadline:   Thursday, September 13th

Painting Supplies Provided
Snacks & Refreshments provided (Thank you, ISRC)

Only 30 spots available!

Upcoming PD Events at SEDOL

Dr. Scott Bellini, Building Social Relationships with Individuals 
on the Autism Spectrum - Full-Day Workshop February 7, 2019, 
at DoubleTree in Mundelein.

Sarah Ward, Advanced Executive Functioning - Full-Day 
Workshop October 2nd, 2018, at Oakton Community College

Jackie Rhew, Dealing with School Refusal and Mental Health 
Issues - Two Half-Day Sessions on Wednesday, October 17, 
2018, at the SEDOL Administration Building. You pick the 
session to attend, morning or afternoon.

STAR Autism Training, Two-Day Workshop, September 13-14, at 
the SEDOL Administration Building

Do you need special needs equipment or want to get info on special services?  Come to the Special Needs 
Equipment Sale and Special Needs Resource Fair at Laremont School (17934 Gages Lake Road, Gages Lake, IL 

60030) on Saturday, September 22, from 9 to 11 am!  You will be able to purchase various types of special needs 
equipment, such as standers, sensory toys, swings, strollers, weighted vests, wheelchairs, unused medical supplies, 
and much more.  All proceeds will benefit the Laremont School Adapted Physical Education Program.  In conjunction 
with the sale will be the Special Needs Resource Fair sponsored by the Laremont School Parent Teacher Organization.  
Visit various vendor booths and learn about special needs law, special recreation and so much more.  You don’t want 
to miss it!

Special Needs Resource Fair

McCarron-Dial Basic Vocational Evaluation - Three-day 
workshop, September 26-28 at the SEDOL Administration 
Building.

Frontline eStar User Group Sneak Peek at new format training 
- 1/2 Day- October 23rd, at the SEDOL Administration Building.

Expanding Expressions Tool - Full Day - January 30, at the 
SEDOL Administration Building.

EL and Special Education Conferance, Hosted by IRC - Full-Day 
Training February 27, 2019, at DoubleTree in Mundelein.

SEDOL will be hosting an informational meeting on the changes in the way IDEA grant money flows to school districts on 
Wednesday, September 19, at 1:30 in the Bay Room at the SEDOL Administrative Building.

The purpose of this meeting is to review and build background knowledge regarding the information ISBE released via memo on 
7/24/2018 announcing a change in the way IDEA grants flow to school districts.  Specifically, beginning in FY20, each member 

district will receive 100% of their IDEA Flow-Through money directly from ISBE instead of the current system where those dollars 
flow from ISBE through SEDOL and then to the member districts. To view the memo directly please click here.

Follow-up meetings with Governing Board members, superintendents and business managers will be scheduled in October 
to discuss and plan for implementation of this change.  SEDOL will also host meetings to support member district special 

education administrators and business officials with IDEA grant writing and maintenance of effort requirements.
Please RSVP for the informational session on Wednesday, September 19, by clicking here.

IDEA Funding Update

http://awayoutlc.org
http://opioidinitiative.org
http://drugfreelakecounty.org
mailto:JAxelrod%40sedol.us?subject=
http://bellinibsr.com/aboutscott.html
http://efpractice.com/index.php/25-team/94-sarah-ward-ms-ccc-slp
http://centerforemotionalwellnessnorthwest.com/our-team/jacqueline-rhew-lcpc-cddc/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18AjYgFCyRjpv3j4fXi82ujxJv3HcHtjRTf_itVXVwe4/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQbEYpXbyjUC9SeZeMFYkFvjtWJTTtWsFy0I8maA1J4pFHIA/viewform


Sarah Carey, John Powers Center Asst. Principal
Val Donnan, Superintendent
Dr. Margaret Lynch, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources
Doris Marcinkus, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent
Cecilia McKenzie, Resource Development
Patricia Mendez, Bilingual Translator
Melissa Morreale, Cyd Lash Academy Teacher

Andre Probst, Laremont School Teacher
Donna Strollo, Technology Coordinator
Ann Subry, SEDOL Foundation
Caitlin Thompson, Data Specialist
Angelica Wenzel, Bilingual Translator
Laura Wojcik, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, Curriculum 
and Assessment

Gt AFor more, Visit; www.sedol.us
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SEDOL News Team & Contributors:

TESTIMONIALS  FOR

HEARTACHE TONIGHT

For Very Special Kids 

Friday,  November 9, 2018
6:30pm to 10:30pm

Viper Alley
275 Parkway Drive

Lincolnshire  

THE EAGLES

Featuring  

HEARTACHE TONIGHT

ONE SPECIAL
  night...

Heartache Tonight delivers a true Eagles concert 
experience. Featuring all the timeless classic songs 
from one of the greatest rock bands of all time. 
With meticulous attention to every detail. 

Heartache Tonight brinqs together music from all 
eras and incarnations of this huge rock powerhouse 
that produced hits over four decades. Close your 
eyes and you’ll swear you’re hearing the real thing!

Featuring the Music of 

$125 PER PERSON  •  LIVE MUSIC 

“I thought I was listening to the Eagles”  
  Eddie Money

“The Support Our Troops Festival was a big success and Heartache Tonight  
  was definitely one of the highlights.”
  Laura Evans 

“Your stellar performance was truly a highlight that made this year’s event better than ever.”
  Erin Bauer Taste of Chicago

“You guys were fantastic... and I think the other 12,000 people there agreed.”
  Greg Brown WLS FM 94.1
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Making Strides for Special Kids 5K

‘Making Strides for special kids’ is a 5K Run/Walk and Kids’ 1 Mile Sprint on Saturday, September 
15 to raise funds for special needs children and their families throughout Lake County. The event, 
at Independence Grove in Libertyville also features a capable/Handicap able event, where capable 
runners and walkers will partner with special needs runners, walkers, and wheelchair participants to 
experience a “Race” - Many for the first time. Register your child, family, or team today!

Date:  Saturday, September 15
Time:  7:30 A.M Registration
  8:30 A.M Start
Location: Independence Grove, Libertyville

To register visit; www.firstgiving.com/sedolfoundation/run2018
Can’t make it to the race? Donate to the event using the link above!

Kids can come out and run the mile sprint alongside retired Chicago Bears Players!
Questions? Contact Ann Subry at SEDOL Foundation. asubry@sedol.us, (847)548-7032

B-Tag Timed USATF

AWARDS Food & Fun
#RUN4SEDOL

https://www.facebook.com/Sedol.US
https://twitter.com/SEDOL_IL
https://www.instagram.com/sedol_il/
www.sedol.us
http://www.firstgiving.com/sedolfoundation/run2018
mailto:%20asubry%40sedol.us%20?subject=

